
Reception Home Learning Spring 2 – Week 1 

 

 Topic  Arctic and Antarctic 

(penguins, polar bears, landscapes, ice 
experiments) 

Literacy 
(penguin facts) 

Maths 
(subtraction) 

Phonics. 
Consolidating phase 3 sounds for 

recognition.  Applying the phase 2 and 
3 sounds – independent writing 

Additional 

Monday Using an ice cream tub or 
similar fill it three quarter 

full with water, place 
some items into the 

water, some that float 
and some that sink. Ie: 
coin, stick, paper clip, 

pebble etc. Discuss that 
water is a liquid and that 

some items float and 
some sink, get the 

children to predict which 
will float and sink. Now 
place in the freezer until 
Friday.  Then do another 
one with just water no 

objects ready for 
Wednesday. 

 

Read the book the 
Runaway Ice Berg 
(emailed resource). 
Sequence the story 
(printable resource) 

 

Watch the oak academy 
lesson for Monday.  Then 

practically practise 
subtraction using objects, 
you may want to extend 
to 20.  To make it more 

tricky change the 
wording:  I had 7 grapes 
and Bill took some, I then 
had 4 left how many did 

Bill have? 

This is a really important 
term to consolidate the 

recognition and 
application of the phase 2 

and phase 3 sounds.  
Therefore, no new sounds 
will be introduced but we 
want the children to start 

writing the sounds 
independently and within 
words and sentences.  Use 

the materials from last 
term to support your 

child’s learning.  I have 
also attached some 
optional extra’s for 

phonics for the whole 
term – these are optional 
and do not have to be 

used.  Just be imaginative 
and encourage your child 

to write as much as 
possible independently.  
Try hard not to spell 

words out for them, but 
just segment the word so 

that they can write it. 

Subtraction home learning 
ideas with vocab 

 
Funky fingers – (link 

below) 
Yoga – (link below) 

PE – penguin style – (link 
below) 

 
 

Tuesday Watch Go Jetters – Polar 
Explorers. 

Create a penguin using a 
cardboard tube.  

     

Label a penguin (printable 
resource) 

Watch the oak academy 
lesson for Tuesday. Now 
practise counting from 20 
to 0. Then using the ten 

frame, practise practically 
subtracting, encouraging 
your child to say the full 

sentence like shown in the 
video. 

How to draw a penguin 
(printable resource) 
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Wednesday Watch Go Jetters – Arctic 
Ocean. 

Science experiment – 
(printable sheet) 

 

Watch the life cycle of a 
penguin powerpoint. 

Write a sentence about 
the life cycle 

Watch the oak academy 
lesson for Wednesday. 

Complete the subtraction 
sheet (printable resource) 

Subtraction cards 
(printable resource) 

Mrs Brown’s Art from the 
zoom session 

Create an artic scene by 
either painting, printing, 

collage etc 

Thursday PE – follow the link below. 
 

PSHEE /Thrive –Read the 
ebook (emailed resource)– 

We are all different. 
Draw yourself and one of 
your friends, say what is 
different about you both. 

Independent write - Polar 
regions writing (printable 

resource) 

Subtraction, either 
continue doing it 

practically and encourage 
your child to say the full 
sentence or complete the 
worksheet by crossing off 

the objects to count 
backwards. (printable 

sheet) 

  
Rainbow breath – 

mindfulness – link below 

Friday Using the ice that you 
made on Monday, take 
the ice block out and 

place on a tray.  
Encourage your child to 
discuss the feeling of the 
ice, encourage them to 
describe it using words 
other than cold. Add a 
drop of food colouring 

and watch it spread, add 
a bit of salt and watch 
what happens.  With 

adult support pour some 
hot water on and watch.  

Afterwards allow the 
children to investigate the 

RE – ‘The sower and the 
seeds’.  Read the 

powerpoint and then write 
about the four pictures 

Counting – practise 
counting to 20 and back 
down, if this is too easy 
practise counting in 2s to 
20, 5s to 50 and 10s to 

100. 

Record your child reading 
a book and upload to 

tapestry. 

Music – oak academy 
(link below) 
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Funky fingers: https://youtu.be/2CX-jFsVtR4 

Yoga - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRkojdFPjjI 

Monday PE - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p016y7hq 

Go jetters - https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00086jq/go-jetters-series-3-7-go-jetter-heroes-polar-explorers 

Go jetters - https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000hlrp/go-jetters-series-3-27-climate-change-the-arctic-ocean 

Monday oak academy maths lesson - https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/understanding-the-concept-of-subtraction-as-take-away-part-1-

cmu32r?activity=video&step=1 

Tuesday oak academy maths lesson - https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/understanding-the-concept-of-subtraction-as-take-away-part-2-

6nk3et?activity=video&step=1 

Wednesday oak academy maths lesson - https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/exploring-subtraction-as-partitioning-6gv62c?activity=video&step=1 

Music - https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-woodland-part-1-6nj30t?activity=video&step=1 

PE – Session 6 - https://youtu.be/cRjO1IGwbLo 

Rainbow breath – mindfulness - https://youtu.be/O29e4rRMrV4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ice and try to get the 
objects out of the ice. 

https://youtu.be/2CX-jFsVtR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRkojdFPjjI
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00086jq/go-jetters-series-3-7-go-jetter-heroes-polar-explorers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000hlrp/go-jetters-series-3-27-climate-change-the-arctic-ocean
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/understanding-the-concept-of-subtraction-as-take-away-part-1-cmu32r?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/understanding-the-concept-of-subtraction-as-take-away-part-1-cmu32r?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/understanding-the-concept-of-subtraction-as-take-away-part-2-6nk3et?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/understanding-the-concept-of-subtraction-as-take-away-part-2-6nk3et?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/exploring-subtraction-as-partitioning-6gv62c?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-woodland-part-1-6nj30t?activity=video&step=1
https://youtu.be/cRjO1IGwbLo
https://youtu.be/O29e4rRMrV4
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