Early Years Geographers

Year 1 Geographers Year 2 Geographers

Year 3 Geographers Year 4 Geographers Year 5 Geographers Year 6 Geographers

National Curriculum

In Geography, pupils in
EYFS should be taught to:
Location and place
knowledge

e Describe their
immediate environment
using knowledge from
observation, discussion,
stories, non-fiction texts
and maps.

Explain some similarities
and differences
between life in this
country and life in other
countries, drawing on
knowledge from stories,
non-fiction texts and —
when appropriate —
maps.

Human and physical

knowledge

o Understand the effect
of the changing seasons
on the natural world
around them.

Geographical skills and

Fieldwork

o Explore the natural
world around them,
making observations
and drawing pictures of
animals and plants.

e Know some similarities
and differences
between the natural
world around them and
contrasting
environments, drawing
on their experiences
and what has been read
in class.

In Geography, pupils in KS1 should be taught to:

Locational knowledge

e Name and locate the world’s seven continents and
five oceans.

e Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom
and its surrounding areas.

Place knowledge

¢ Understand geographical similarities and differences
through studying the human and physical geography
of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small
area in a contrasting non-European country.

Human and physical knowledge

o Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the
United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold
areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the
North and South Poles.

e Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:

o Key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast,
forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley,
vegetation, season and weather.

e Key human features, including: city, town, village,
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.

Geographical skills and fieldwork

e Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the
United Kingdom and its countries, continents and
oceans studied at this key stage.

e Use simple compass directions (North, South, East
and West) and locational and directional language
[for example, near and far; left and right], to
describe the location of features and routes on a
map.

o Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical
features; devise a simple map; and use and construct
basic symbols in a key.

e Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study
the geography of their school and its grounds and
the key human and physical features of its
surrounding environment.

In Geography, pupils in KS2 should be taught to:

Locational knowledge

e Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and
South America, concentrating on their environment regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries
and major cities.

e Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human
and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and
time zones (including day and night).

Place knowledge
o Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a
region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America.

Human and physical knowledge

e Describe and understand key aspects of:

e Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes, and the water cycle.

e Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.

Geographical skills and fieldwork

o Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.

¢ Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and wider world.

o Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
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National Curriculum

How can we use maps to
find out about our
wonderful world?

Intent:

o Children can name and
locate the world’s seven
continents, five oceans and
Northern and Southern
Hemispheres on a globe and
world map.

Children recognise the
seven continents and five
oceans as globally
significant places.

Children can begin to
develop an understanding of
some of the physical
features in the wider world
and use basic vocabulary
(e.g. ocean, sea, continent)
to identify these.

What is it like to live in
West Hallam today?

Intent:

e Children can identify the
location of West Hallam on a
range of maps and begin to
compare with the location of
other familiar places.
Children develop a secure
understanding of the
difference between human
and physical features and
continue to develop their
personal sense of place by
investigating the key human
and physical features of
West Hallam.

Children can identify and
express their opinions on
some of the physical and
human features of West
Hallam and suggest possible
improvements that could be
made to the local area.

How can we use maps to
find out about the
countries in the UK?
Intent:

o Children can name and
locate the regions, local
counties and major cities of
the UK as well as the
locations of some of its key
human and physical
features. They can identify
how land use has changed
over time and the impact
this has had on locations
and some of its features.
Children develop an
understanding of a wider
range of places within the
UK, including regions,
counties and cities and
begin to understand that
places in the UK beyond our
local area (West Hallam)
can be compared and
contrasted due to their
geographical features.
Children secure their
understanding of the terms
physical and human
geography and apply these
to their learning about the
UK. They identify types of
settlement and land use in
the country as well as
identifying and comparing
human and physical
characteristics of the UK
regions.

What do we know about
our European neighbours?
Intent:

e Children can locate a range
of countries, regions and
cities in Europe as well as
examples of human and
physical characteristics.
Children develop an
understanding of Europe as
the continent that the UK is
located and can describe
some aspects of its human
and physical characteristics.
Children develop an
understanding of the human
and physical geography of
Europe, including its
countries, cities and key
features.

Why do people visit
Derby?

Intent:

e Children can identify and
describe the location of the
nearest town and know that
it can be located within the
East Midlands region.
Children can identify a range
of geographical features in
their local city and explain
how it is similar to and
different from West Hallam
as a place. They develop
their understanding of how
the geography of a place
can develop over time by
studying the land use in
Derby and identifying
changes.

Children develop their
understanding of the human
and physical geography of
their local city. Additionally,
children can identify some
of the economic activity that
takes place in the town and
establish a range of reasons
as to why people visit the

city.

How has the village of
Ilkeston changed over
time and how may it
develop in the future?
Intent:

e Children can identify and
locate the town of Ilkeston
and compare it to previous
locations studied (West
Hallam, River Derwent and
Derby) and describe how
the location may change
over time.

Children can make a range
of comparisons between the
human and physical features
of the significant local town
(West Hallam) and local city
(Derby) studied. Children
can describe and compare
some of the effects of
economic activity and
distribution of resources in
the places studied and
suggest how the economy
of Ilkeston could be
improved.

Children can apply their
understanding of the links
between human and
physical geography to
investigate how the
geography of Ilkeston has
an impact on economic
activity and suggest ways
that the village could
improve its economy.
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What can we see around

our school?

Intent:

o Children understand and can
identify the location of the
school and a range of
locations within the school
grounds and its
surroundings.

e Children can describe a

range of geographical

similarities and differences
between a range of familiar
places within and around
the school grounds. They
begin to understand that
places can be compared in
many different ways and
that they can change over
time.

Children develop their

understanding of the human

and physical features of the
schools, its grounds and the
immediate local area.

Children begin to express

their opinions on these

features and can use basic
geographical vocabulary to
describe them.

How does living in Kolkata
compare to living in West
Hallam?

Intent:

e Children can identify the
location of India on a map
of the world and the
location of Kolkata on a map
of India. They can compare
these locations with the
location of West Hallam.
Children develop an
understanding of ‘place’ by
investigating and describing
the features of a small area
within a non-European
country (Kolkata in India)
and identify similarities and
differences between Kolkata
and West Hallam.

Children identify the key
human and physical features
of Kolkata and make
comparisons with the
features found in their local
area (West Hallam). They
can describe some of the
reasons for similarities and
differences between the two
locations.

Year 3 Geographers ‘ Year 4 Geographers

How are mountains
formed?

Intent:

e Children can identify the
location of key mountains
and mountain ranges as key
physical features in a range
of countries.

Children investigate the
effects of mountains on
other physical and human
geographical features in a
range of places around the
world.

Children can identify the key
features of mountains and
understand the physical
processes that lead to their
formation, including an
understanding of plate
tectonics. Children can
evaluate some of the
impacts, both positive and
negative, of mountains on
human activity, with a focus
on The Alps.

Why are rivers important?
Intent:

o Children can name and
locate the major world rivers
and rivers of the UK, our
region and local area. They
can identify the location of
the source and mouth of the
River Derwent.

Children can explain the
effects of rivers on the
human and physical
geography of the places
they flow through, with an
in depth focus on the River
Derwent and its impact on
the Derbyshire region.
Children understand the
water cycle, its associated
processes and some of its
effects on Earth’s
geography. Children can
identify how rivers are
linked to the water cycle
and understand the key
features and uses of rivers
and how these have
changed over time, with a
focus on River Derwent.

How does climate affect
life on Earth?

Intent:

e Children can locate the
world’s climate zones,
biomes and vegetation
belts. Also, children can
explain the significance and
location of the Tropic of
Cancer and Tropic of
Capricorn.

Children develop their
understanding of the
concept of climate and can
begin to explain the links
between the climate of
places and their human and
physical features.

Children develop an
understanding of the
concept of climate and
identify the key features of
the world’s climate zones,
biomes and vegetation
belts. Additionally, they
begin to understand how
climate can change over
time and some of the effects
that climate change can
have.

What do we know about
our local coastline?
Intent:

e Children can locate
significant coastal areas
around the UK and kay
locations and features of
these significant coastlines.
Children can describe the
human and physical
geography of a range of
significant coastal locations
and identify how the
coastline is affected by
physical processes and
human activity.

Children understand the
physical processes
associated with the
formation of coastal features
and the impact of human
activity on these processes.
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Year 1 Geographers

How does the weather
change the way we feel?
Intent:

o Children can locate hot and
cold areas within continents
using globes and maps.
Additionally, children can
locate the North and South
Poles, the Equator, Artic
Circle and Antarctic Circle as
lines of latitude.

Children can compare a
range of hot and cold places
around the world and
describe what life is like for
people living there. Children
can identify similarities and
differences between places.
Children can identify and
describe seasonal and daily
weather patterns and
understand some of the
effects of weather and the
seasons on their immediate
environment.

Children identify the key
human and physical
features of a range of hot
and cold places around the
world and some of the
similarities and differences
between these places.
Children can identify and
describe seasonal and daily
weather patterns and
explain changes depending
on the season.
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Year 2 Geographers ‘ Year 3 Geographers ‘ Year 4 Geographers

What do we know about
our home island?

Intent:

o Children can use maps to
name and locate the four
countries and capital cities
of the UK and its
surrounding seas. They are
able to identify
characteristics of each
country, developing their
locational awareness.
Children begin to compare
significant places in the UK
(e.g. capital cities) and
identify some similarities
and differences. Children
can distinguish between
physical and human
features.

Children develop an
understanding of some of
the physical (e.g.
surrounding seas) and
human (e.g. capital cities)
features of the UK and can
understand the difference
between physical and
human features.

How do volcanoes and
earthquakes affect life in
Mexico?

Intent:

o Children can name and
locate volcanoes in Mexico
and around the Ring of Fire.
They can identify the
locations of earthquakes
using different media.
Children can describe and
evaluate in detail the impact
volcanoes have over a
period of time on the
human and physical
geography of Mexico and
other significant places.
Children can describe the
human and physical
geography of Mexico with a
focus on its earthquakes
and volcanoes, highlighting
their impact. Children
develop an understanding
of the key features and
processes involved in
earthquakes and volcanoes
and draw on their previous
learning to evaluate the
impact on human activity,
including settlement
patterns.

The Americas: A continent
of contrasts?

Intent:

e Children can identify the
locations of a range of
countries in North and
South America and can
locate major cities, regions
and physical and human
characteristics.

Children can describe the
key human and physical
geographical features of the
Americas and compare
these with the features of
Europe previously explored
(Y4 Unit 1).

Children can apply their
knowledge of the human
and physical geography
previously studied to a
study of the Americas.
Additionally, children can
begin to explore the impact
climate zones, biomes and
rivers can have on life in the
Americas and understand
how these and other factors
can affect population
distribution.

Year 5 Geographers

How does living in Lyon
compare to living in the
East Midlands of England?
Intent:

e Children can identify regions
of France (including Lyon)
and can compare and
identify the location of Lyon
with the location of the East
Midlands region of the UK.
Children develop their
comparison skills further by
comparing two contrasting
regions — their home region
and the region of Lyon in
France. They can identify
and describe a range of
similarities and differences
in the human and physical
geography of each region.
Children develop their
understanding of the human
and physical geography of
the East Midlands region
and of the region of Lyon in
France and compare and
contrast the two regions,
with a focus on physical
features and economic
activity.

Year 6 Geographers

From Rio to the
Rainforest, what do we
know about life in Brazil?
Intent:

e Children can identify and
compare locations in Rio de
Janeiro and the Amazon
Rainforest with the East
Midlands of the UK and our
local area.

Children investigate and
describe the human and
physical features of Rio de
Janeiro and the Amazon
Rainforest in Brazil and
compare these to the
features of other regions.
Children can suggest a
range of similarities and
differences.

Children can describe the
human and physical
geography of Rio de Janeiro
and the Amazon Rainforest
in Brazil. Additionally,
children can investigate the
economic activity, land use
and environmental issues in
these locations and make
comparisons with our
region. Children can discuss
issues linked to the
distribution of resources in
these areas and understand
that human activity and
physical processes can have
an impact on these
locations.




