
 

                           Geography Vocabulary Progression     
 

Below are the vocabulary lists for Geography. These give an indication of the words we want the children to become familiar with during each 

key stage. They are not intended as a test list but show the range of language staff will use and explain in lessons to broaden Pupil’s 

Geographical vocabulary and understanding. 

Cycle A – 2022 onwards - (beginning on even academic years) 

Reception 
 

Year 1 & 2 Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

Where do I live? 
House, West Hallam, Local, Detached, 
Season (Autumn) 
 
How do we get from Point A to Point 

B? 
Forwards, Backwards, Left, Right, Under, 
Above 
 
What are different environments like 

around the world? 
Habitat, Rainforest, Safari, Antarctic, Arctic, 
Earth, World, Map, River, Stream 
 

What are the different seasons and 
when is it best to grow seeds? 

Weather, Sunshine, Rain, Direction, Soil, 
Sunlight, Plants, Roots, Leaves 
 

What creatures can we find in our 
local environment? 

Weather, Sunshine, Rain, Direction 
 
Which famous landmarks are around 

our wonderful world? 
Country, England, Scotland, Wales, 
Northern Ireland, London 

What is it like to live in West Hallam 
today? 

West Hallam, Village, Town, Shop, Houses, 
Detached, Semi-Detached, Terraced, 
Bungalow, Supermarket, Post Office, 
Hairdressers, Street, Road, Church, Park, 
Field, Route, Neighbourhood 

 
How does living in Kolkata compare 

to living in West Hallam? 
West Hallam, The United Kingdom, India, 
Kolkata, LEDC (Less Economically 
Developed Country), Beach, Cliff, Coast, 
Forest, Hill, Mountain, River, Vegetation, 
Port, Harbour, Farm 
 

What do we know about our home 
island? 

The United Kingdom (The UK), Great 
Britain, England, London, Scotland, 
Edinburgh, Wales, Cardiff, Northern Island, 
Belfast, Irish Sea, North Sea, English 
Channel 
 
 

What do we know about our 
European neighbours? 

Europe, France (Paris), Germany (Berlin), 
Italy (Rome), Spain (Madrid), Portugal 
(Lisbon), Belgium (Brussels), Russia 
(Moscow), Physical and Human Feature of 
Europe 
 

Why are rivers important? 
River, River Trent, River Derwent, River 
Basin, Mouth, Bay, Source, Meander, 
Valley, Stream, Tributary, Ox-Bow lake, 
Waterfall, Course (Upper, Middle and 
Lower), The Water Cycle, Condensation, 
Evaporation, Precipitation, Industrial 
Revolution, Transport 
 

The Americas: A continent of 
contrasts? 

North America, United States of America 
(Washington), Canada (Ottawa), Mexico 
(Mexico City), South America, Brazil 
(Brasilia), Peru (Lima), Argentina (Buenos 
Aires), Physical and Human Feature of 
North and South America 

How has the village of Ilkeston 
changed over time and how may it 

develop in the future? 
Ilkeston, Economy, Economic Activity, 
Developer, Development, Finance, 
 

What do we know about our local 
coastline? 

Coastline, Erosion, Coastal Erosion, Acidic, 
Deposition, Dissolve, Weathering, Cave, 
Headland, Stump, Arch, Spit, Stack, Dune 
 

From Rio to the Rainforest, what do 
we know about life in Brazil? 

Brazil, Rio De Janeiro, Rainforest, Canopy, 
Deforestation, Favela, Short and Long 
Term Aid 

 



 

                           Geography Vocabulary Progression     
 

Below are the vocabulary lists for Geography. These give an indication of the words we want the children to become familiar with during each 

key stage. They are not intended as a test list but show the range of language staff will use and explain in lessons to broaden Pupil’s 

Geographical vocabulary and understanding. 

Cycle B – 2023 onwards - (beginning on odd academic years) 

Reception 
 

Year 1 & 2 Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

Where do I live? 
House, West Hallam, Local, Detached, 
Season (Autumn) 
 
How do we get from Point A to Point 

B? 
Forwards, Backwards, Left, Right, Under, 
Above 
 
What are different environments like 

around the world? 
Habitat, Rainforest, Safari, Antarctic, Arctic, 
Earth, World, Map, River, Stream 
 

What are the different seasons and 
when is it best to grow seeds? 

Weather, Sunshine, Rain, Direction, Soil, 
Sunlight, Plants, Roots, Leaves 
 

What creatures can we find in our 
local environment? 

Weather, Sunshine, Rain, Direction 
 
Which famous landmarks are around 

our wonderful world? 
Country, England, Scotland, Wales, 
Northern Ireland, London 

How can we use maps to find out 
about our wonderful world? 

Continents, Oceans, Europe, Asia, Africa, 
North America, South America, Antarctica, 
Australasia, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, 
Southern Ocean, Indian Ocean, Arctic 
Ocean, Globe, Maps 
 
What can we see around our school? 

Scargill Primary School, West Hallam, Field, 
Environment, Building, Car park 
 

How does the weather change the 
way we feel? 

Seasons, Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter, 
Weather, Sunny, Hot, Windy, Cold, Snow, 
Hail, Freezing, Breezy, Ice, Record, Chart, 
Habitat, Adapt 
 
 

How can we use maps to find out 
about the countries in the UK? 

The United Kingdom, Regions, Greater 
London, South East, South West, West 
Midlands, North West, North East, East 
Midlands, Yorkshire and the Humber, 
Counties, Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Lancashire, Yorkshire, Cities, Derby, 
Nottingham, Sheffield, Manchester, 
Liverpool, Rural, Urban 
 

How are mountains formed? 
Mountain, Mountain Range, Dome 
Mountains, Fault-Block Mountains, Volcanic 
Mountains, Summit, Snowline, Outcrop, 
Valley, Face, Slope, Foot, Ridge, Treeline, 
Himalayas, Ben Nevis, Scarfell Pike, 
Snowdon, Everest, Alps 

 
How do volcanoes and earthquakes 

affect life in Mexico? 
Natural Disasters, Volcanoes, Active, 
Dormant, Extinct, Core (Inner and Outer), 
Mantle, Crust, Tectonic Plates, Ring of Fire, 
Ash Cloud, Magma Chamber, Vent (Primary 
and Secondary), Lava Flow, Crater, 
Eruption, Pollution, Earthquakes, Richter 
Scale, Epicentre, Hypocentre, Fault Line, 
Mount Ruiz, Mount Vesuvius   

Why do people visit Derby? 
Derby, Housing, Economy, Income, 
Population, Development, Land Use, 
Tourist, Transport, High Street Users, 
Businesses, Honey Pot (An area of high 
tourism) 

 
How does climate affect life on Earth? 
Climate, Climate Change, Climate Zone, 
Global Warming, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic 
of Capricorn, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Greenwich/Prime 
Meridian, Time Zone, Equator, Longitude, 
Latitude, Vegetation belts, Biomes, 
Aquatic, Grassland, Forest, Desert. Tundra 

 
How does living in Lyon compare to 

living in the East Midlands of 
England? 

East Midlands, Lyon, 
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