
 

                                 Music Vocabulary Progression     
 

Reception  
 

Year 1 & 2  Year 3 & 4  Year 5 & 6  

Chant, Fast , Follow, High, 
Instrument, Low, Loud 
Quiet (use instead of ‘soft’), 
Repeat, Rhythm, Sing, Slow, 
Song, Sounds  

 
 
 
 

Keyboard, drums, bass, 
electric guitars, saxophone, 
trumpet, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, improvise, compose, 
perform, audience, 
question and answers, 
melody, dynamics, tempo. 
percussion, trumpets, 
saxophone, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, perform, audience, 
rap, improvise, dynamics, 
tempo. 
 

melody, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, tempo, dynamics, 
texture, structure, 
compose, improvise, hook, 
riff, melody, solo, 
pentatonic scale, unison, 
rapping, lyrics, 
choreography, 
digital/electronic sounds, 
turntables, 
Unison, by ear, notation, 
pulse, composition, pulse, , 
Acoustic guitar, percussion, 
birdsong, civil rights, 
racism, equality, 
pentatonic scale,  

cover, , structure, 
dimensions of music, neo 
soul, producer, groove, 
Motown, Blues, Jazz, 
improvisation, improvise, 
pulse, rhythm, timbre, 
texture, structure, 
dimensions of music, hook, 
riff, solo, civil rights, 
gender equality, unison, 
harmony, Gender, racism, 
rap, lyrics, turntablist, 
DJing, producer, Electronic 
and Acoustic music 

 


